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Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants wish to call 
the attention of the Examiner to the following references: 
U.S. PATENT (S) : 

Patentee 



Patent No. 



Date of Issue 
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1986 
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1994 


5, 540, 047 
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1996 
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1997 
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2000 



Application No.: 10/718,839 
Page 2 



6, 125, 629 


Patchett 


Oct 


03, 


2000 


6,279, 603 


Czarnik et al. 


Aug 


28, 


2001 


6, 415, 602 


Patchett et al. 


Jul 


09, 


2002 


6, 422, 005 


Dolling et al. 
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23, 


2002 


6,442, 932 


Hofmann et al . 
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2002 


6,471, 927 


Hofmann et al . 


Oct 


29, 


2002 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT (S) 



Country 

Germany 

Germany 

EPO 

EPO 

EPO 

Germany 
International 



No. 

33 37 793 
37 21 572 
0 362 483 
0 515 857 
0 555 746 
42 17 552 
96/04980 



Date of Publication 

May 02, 1985 

Feb 11, 1988 

Apr 11, 1990 

Dec 02, 1992 

Aug 18, 1993 

Aug 19, 1993 

Feb 22, 1996 



Copies of the above-listed foreign references are enclosed, 
together with a completed form PTO-1449. 

English language abstracts are attached to the foreign 
references . 

Consideration of these references by the Examiner is 
respectfully requested. To date, a first Office Action on the 
merits has not been received in connection with this application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is therefore believed to be 
timely filed. 
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The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an 
admission that any such document constitutes prior art against 
the claims of the present application. Applicant does not waive 
any right to take any action that would be appropriate to 
antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent 
reference against the claims of the present application. 
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Attorney for Applicant (s) 
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(203) 459-0200 
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